IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following is a complete listing of the claims, and replaces all earlier 
version and listings. 

1. (currently amended): An image forming system comprising: 

image forming means that , in accordance with an image forming 
instruction, forms an image relating to subject data on a recording medium having 
provided thereon with an RFID tag that stores identification information specific to the 
recording medium; 

detecting means that communicates with the RFID tag of the recording 
medium by [[a ]]radio frequency communication and reads the identification information 
from the RFID tag of the recording medium; 

database means that , in accordance with the image forming instruction, 
obtains the identification information read by said detecting means from the RFID tag of 
the recording medium and forms a database of the subject data along with the obtained 
identification information , wherein th e databas e m e ans , 

when an-the image relating to d e sir e d the subject data is formed on 
a first recording medium provided thereon with an RFID tag in an image forming by the 
said image forming means in accordance with an image forming instruction , said 
database means obtains first identification information read by said detecting means from 
the RFID tag of the first recording medium and stores the first identification information^ 
which is r e ad by th e d e t e cting m e ans from the RFID tag of th e first r e cording m e dium, 
and the d e sir e d subject data in association with each other in the database , and 
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when the image relating to the subject data is formed on a second 
recording medium provided thereon with an RFID tag by said image forming means in 
accordance an the image forming instruction, said database means obtains second 
identification information read by said detecting means from the RFID tag of the second 
recording medium and stores the second identification information in association with the 
subject data in the database ; 

retrieving means that r e tri e v e s detects the subject data from the database 
corresponding to the ©^identification information of the recording medium read by the 
said detecting means from th e RFID tag of th e first r e cording m e dium on which th e 
image r e lating to th e d e sir e d subj e ct data is form e d, from plural subj e ct data stor e d in th e 
databas e means , at a timing diff e r e nt from later than when the image forming op e ration 
for th e imag e relating to the d e sir e d subject data is formed on the fifs^recording medium; 
and 

control means that controls , in accordanc e with a r e sult of th e r e tri e val by 
th e retri e ving m e ans, th e said image forming means to form an image relating to the 
subject data corr e sponding to the first id e ntification information r e tri e v e d detected by the 
said retrieving means on a s e cond recording medium alr e ady having th e provided thereon 
with an RFID tag diff e r e nt from th e first r e cording m e dium , said detecting means to read 
identification information from the RFID tag, and said database means to store the 
identification information in the database . 

2. (currently amended): A system according to claim 1, further 

comprising: 
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selecting means that is capable of selecting the d e sir e d subject data from 
the-plural subject data stored m-4he- by said storing means. 

3. (currently amended): A system according to claim 2, wherein at 
least a part of the- said image forming means, the-detecting means, the-storing means, the 
selecting means, the-database means, and the-retrieving means are connected via a 
network. 

4. (currently amended): A system according to claim 1, wherein the- said 
detecting means includes a first detection unit for reading the identification information 
from the RFID tag of the recording medium in accordance with the-an image forming 
operation by the image forming means and a second detection unit for reading the 
identification information from the RFID tag of the recording medium at a timing 
different from the image forming operation by the image forming means, and 

the first detection unit is provided in the vicinity of a moving path of the 
recording medium in the image forming operation, and the second detection unit is 
provided at a position where the second detection unit can read out the identification 
information in the case where the recording medium is brought close to the image 
forming means. 

5. (canceled). 
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6. (original): A system according to claim 1, wherein the subject data 
includes image data. 



7. (currently amended): A system according to claim 1, wherein at 
least one of the- said image forming means, the-detecting means, the-database means, and 
the-retrieving means is connected via a network. 



8. (currently amended): A system according to claim 1, wherein the 
said database means further stores additional information, which is related to the-an 
image forming operation of the image of the subject data, in association with the subject 
data, and the- said retrieving means retrieves the subject data corresponding to the 
additional information in the case where information identical with the additional 
information is inputted at a timing independent from the image forming operation. 



9. (original): A system according to claim 8, wherein the additional 
information includes identification information of an apparatus and application software 
which executed the image forming operation for the image of the subject data. 



10. - 18. (canceled). 



19. (currently amended): An image forming method for an image 
forming system, comprising the steps of: 
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in accordance with an image forming instruction, forming an image 
relating to subject data on a recording medium having provided thereon with an RFID tag 
that stores identification information specific to the recording medium; 

communicating with the RFID tag of the recording medium by [[a ]]radio 
frequency communication and reading the identification information from the RFID tag 
of the recording medium; 

in accordance with the image forming instruction, obtaining the 
identification information read in said reading step from the RFID tag of the recording 
medium and forming a database of the subject data along with the identification 
information , wherein th e databas e forming step , 

when an-the image relating to d e sir e d the subject data is formed on 
a first recording medium provided thereon with an RFID tag in an image forming by th e 
in said image forming means- step in accordance with an image forming instruction , 
includ e s said database forming step includes obtaining first identification information 
read in said reading step from the RFID tag of the first recording medium and storing the 
first identification information , which is r e ad in th e communicating and r e ading st e p from 
th e RFID tag of th e first r e cording m e dium, and the d e sired subject data in association 
with each other in the database , and 

when the image relating to the subject data is formed on a second 
recording medium provided thereon with an RFID tag in said image forming step in 
accordance with an image forming instruction, said database forming step includes 
obtaining second identification information read in said detecting step from the RFID tag 
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of the second recording medium and storing the second identification information in 
association with the subject data in the database ; 



the firsHdentification information of the recording medium read in the- said 
communicating and reading step from th e RFID tag of th e first r e cording m e dium on 
which th e imag e relating to th e d e sir e d subj e ct data is form e d, from plural subject data 
stor e d in th e storing st e p, from plural subj e ct data stor e d in th e databas e m e ans a at a 
timing differ e nt from later than when the image forming op e ration for the imag e relating 
to the d e sir e d subject data is formed on the firs^recording medium; and 



st e p, th e said image forming step to form an image relating to the subject data 
corr e sponding to th e first id e ntification information detected in the- said retrieving step on 
a s e cond recording medium alr e ady having th e provided thereon with an RFID tag 
diff e r e nt from th e first r e cording m e dium , said detecting step to read identification 
information from the RFID tag, and said database forming step to store the identification 
information in the database . 

20. (currently amended): A method according to claim 19, further 
comprising the steps of: 

selecting the d e sir e d subject data from the-plural subject data stored in the 
said subject data storing step. 




detecting the subject data from the database corresponding to 



controlling , in accordanc e with a r e sult of th e r e tri e val of th e r e tri e ving 
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21. (currently amended): A method according to claim 20, wherein at 
least one of the- said image forming step, the-detecting step, the-subject data step, the 
selecting step, the-identification information storing step, and the-retrieving step is 
executed via a network. 

22. (currently amended): A method according to claim 19, wherein 
the- said detecting step includes a first detection step of detecting the first identification 
information and a second detection step of detecting the second identification 
information, and 

the first detection step is executed by a first detection unit provided in the 
vicinity of a moving path of the recording medium following the-an image forming 
operation, and the second detection step is executed by a second detection unit provided 
at a position where the second detection unit can read out the second identification 
information in the case where the recording medium is brought close to the image 
forming means. 

23. (canceled). 

24. (original): A method according to claim 19, wherein the subject 
data includes image data. 
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25. (currently amended): A method according to claim 19, wherein at 
least one of the- said image forming step, the-detecting step, the-identification information 
storing step, and the-retrieving step is executed via a network. 



26. (currently amended): A method according to claim 19, wherein 
the- said identification information storing step includes storing additional information, 
which is related to the-an image forming operation for the image of the subject data, in 
association with the subject data, and 

the- said retrieving step further includes retrieving the subject data 
corresponding to the additional information in the case where information identical with 
the additional information is inputted at a timing independent from the image forming 
operation. 

27. (original): A method according to claim 26, wherein the additional 
information includes identification information of an apparatus and application software 
which executed the image forming operation for the image of the subject data. 

28. to 32. (canceled). 

33. (currently amended): An image forming system comprising: 
an image forming unit configured to , in accordance with an image forming 
instruction, form an image relating to subject data on a recording medium having 
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provided thereon with an RFID tag that stores identification information specific to the 
recording medium; 

a detecting unit configured to communicate with the RFID tag of the 
recording medium by [[a ]]radio frequency communication and read the identification 
information from the RFID tag of the recording medium; 

a database unit configured to , in accordance with the image forming 
instruction, obtain the identification information read by said detecting unit from the 
RFID tag of the recording medium and form a database of the subject data by using along 
with the obtained identification information read from th e RFID tag of th e r e cording 
m e dium by th e d e tecting unit , whereia, 

th e databas e unit, in accordanc e with an imag e forming op e ration 
for forming when an image relating to d e sir e d th^subject data is formed on a first 
recording medium b e ing p e rform e d by th e imag e forming unit provided thereon with an 
RFID tag by said image forming unit in accordance with an image forming instruction , 
said database unit obtains first identification information read by said detecting unit from 
the RFID tag of the first recording medium and stores the first identification information^ 
which is r e ad by the d e t e cting unit from th e RFID tag of th e first r e cording m e dium, and 
the d e sir e d subject data in association with each other in the database , and 

when the image relating to the subject data is formed on a second 
recording medium provided thereon with an RFID tag by said image forming unit in 
accordance with an image forming instruction, said database unit obtains second 
identification information read by said detecting unit from the RFID tag of the second 
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recording medium and stores the second identification information in association with the 
subject data in the database ; 

a retrieving unit configured to r e tri e v e detect the subject data from the 
database corresponding to the firsHdentification information of the recording medium 
read by the- said detecting unit from the RFID tag of th e first r e cording m e dium on which 
th e imag e relating to th e d e sir e d subj e ct data is form e d, from plural subj e ct data stor e d in 
th e database, at a timing diff e r e nt from later than when the image forming op e ration for 
forming th e imag e relating to the d e sired subject data is formed on the firs^recording 
medium; and 

a control unit configured to control , in accordanc e with a r e sult of th e 
r e trieval by th e r e tri e ving unit, th e said image forming unit to form an image relating to 
the subject data corr e sponding to th e first id e ntification information r e triev e d detected by 
the- said retrieving m e ans unit on a s e cond recording medium alr e ady having the provided 
thereon with an RFID ta g diff e r e nt from th e first r e cording m e dium , said detecting unit to 
read identification information form the RFID tag, and said database unit to store the 
identification information in the database . 

34. (canceled). 
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